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Cape May: Ground Zero for Naval War between US & Germany

• On December 11, 1941, four days after the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, 
Germany declared war on the United States

• On February 28, 1942, the US Navy destroyer, the USS Jacob Jones 130, was 
sunk by a Nazi U-boat while on patrol off Cape May

• Celebrated by Nazi propaganda machine in Germany as validation of U-boat 
campaign’s effectiveness

It was the very first US warship to be sunk during WW II by the Germans 
following the declaration of war 

• The sinking site remains a hallowed grave off Cape May’s shore
o 138 officers and crew perished . . . All but one body remain entombed 

within the wreckage at the sinking site

• 11 survivors were treated at what is currently the Coast Guard Base
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The First Memorial:

• Cape May’s strong connection to this tragic event of national historical 
significance calls for The Jacob Jones Memorial here

• Cape May’s Jacob Jones Memorial will be the first of its kind

• No memorial currently exists anywhere to honor any US Naval ship destroyed 
by U-boats nor the crews who made the “ultimate sacrifice” 

• This memorial will honor the perished crew of both the Jacob Jones and the 
hundreds of US sailors lost to Nazi U-boats during the Battle of the Atlantic 

• The USS Jacob Jones Memorial here has national significance complementing 
all WWII memorials
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The City of Cape May: The One & Only Home for the Memorial

The most significant event of national import attributed to Cape May

• Cape May is the only city cited in hundreds of newspapers and newsreels across 
the Nation related to the sinking

• Cape May is the only city cited in authoritative historical research and Naval 
archives related to the sinking 

• 11 survivors treated here in Cape May (Naval Air Station - now Coast Guard base) 
• Jacob Jones sinking led directly to the construction of the Cape May Canal 

o The most significant local project to ensure protection of Naval, maritime, 
and WW II supply ships vulnerable to U-Boat attacks

• As the only US National Historic Landmark District to include the entire city, the 
Jacob Jones Memorial strongly reinforces our historic significance
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Criteria for Selection of a Desirable and Appropriate Site:
• Within the City of Cape May
• Direct sight lines to Jacob Jones sinking site
• Direct visual access to the beach and ocean 
• Location contributes to the memorial’s symbolic attributes 
• Located in Commercial area with no impact on residential neighborhoods
• Highly accessible enhancement to Promenade experience
• Low maintenance and security needs
• No DEP regulatory process (Jurisdictional Determination)
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Core Principles for Design:

• Connects us to Cape May’s significant role in America’s history
• Harmonized with site context as an impressive poignant public memorial 
• Contributes to the site’s natural ecology & habitat
• Deeply values with humility, gratitude, and reverence the loss of these lives
• Promotes a meditative immersive experience 
• Honors all forgotten heroes defending America’s fragile freedom
• Thoughtful integration of rich symbolic features
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Solar South
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Portal into Reverential Space
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Portal to Freedom
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Remembered in Light
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Eternally Remembered in Celestial Light
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Nested in Nature
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Enhancing the Promenade Experience
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Embedded in Habitat
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A Mystery Revealed Sequence
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Lt. Commander Hugh David Black
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Honoring the 138 men lost in the U-boat attack on the USS Jacob Jones 
off our shores and all their Navy brethren who made the ultimate sacrifice 
during the Battle of the Atlantic while defending our precious freedom.  
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Cinematic Walkthrough
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Closing Comments from Captain Black’s Grandson
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END
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“Les Braves” Memorial in Normandy
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Structural Analysis

• Verification completed for the USS Jacob Jones Portal in accordance 
with ANSI/AISC 360-22

• Model includes dead load, live load, and hurricane wind load cases 
in both directions, Wind X+/X- and Wind Y+/Y- at 113 mph

• ULS and SLS load combinations were run, and governing cases were 
used for design checks

• Steel members checked (including HSS members and connection flats 
shown in the report) are verified with design ratios below 1.00, 
reported as “Section OK” under the governing load cases.

• Reaction forces/moments and deformation results are included
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Solar South

On 28 February: Sun azimuth aligns with location of sinking site @ 9:51 am
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Elevation:
33 degrees

On 28 February: 
Sun elevation 
is @ 33 degrees
above ground plane
@ 9:51 am

SITE
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Remembered in Light


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42

